
shops from various speakers, 

and participate in competitive 

events. Also, the national 

President, Gloria Lau, will be 

attending our conference. 

Don’t miss this great opportu-

nity!    

This year has been very excit-

ing, and I look forward to 

seeing Illinois continue to 

progress over the next couple 

of months. I know that with 

your help, we can make this 

year “Simply the 

Best!”  Thank you!  

Sincerely,  

 
Nicki Wilhelm 
Illinois PBL President 

Greetings Illinois Phi Beta 

Lambda!  

Illinois PBL is having a tre-

mendous year so far!  First, I 

would like to congratulate 

you on your recruitment ef-

forts. Illinois membership is 

currently 50 members ahead 

of last year at the same time. 

Keep up the good work, and 

hopefully, we will be able to 

increase membership from 

last year.  

Recently, the Winter Seminar 

Series was held at Eastern 

Illinois University. Some 

chapters were unable to attend 

due to weather conditions, but 

we still had 38 members and 

advisers in attendance. This is 

a substantial increase com-

pared to last year. At the 

seminar, members had the 

opportunity to participate in a 

mock interview and receive 

feedback on their resumes, 

and during interviews, other 

students learned creative ways 

to create interaction at meet-

ings with team-building and 

leadership games.  

What’s next?  The State Lead-

ership Conference is right 

around the corner!  The state 

officer team is planning a 

great conference this year. 

Members will have a chance 

to network with students from 

across Illinois, hear work-

Are you ready for 

fun, bowling, friend-

ships, and awards? 

The state officer 

team and staff would 

like to remind every-

one that the State 

Leadership Confer-

ence will be held 

April 9-10, 2010, in 

Effingham Illinois. It 

will be an amazing ex-

perience with work-

shops, competitions, 

leadership activities, 

and bowling.  

Please go to the Illi-

nois PBL website at  

www.il-fblapbl.org for 

more information. 

State President’s Message 
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Up c om i n g  E v e n t s  

March 1, State Leader-

ship Conference  

Registration due 

March 1, dues deadline 

for students attending 

SLC 

March 25, State  

Leadership Conference 

Competitive Events 

deadline 

April 9-10, State  

Leadership Conference, 

Keller Convention  

Center, Effingham 

Illinois 
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Michael and Anna 

helping to raise 

money for March 

of Dimes 

Happy 2010…From Your PBL National Officer Team! 
Submitted by Gloria Lau National Phi Beta Lambda President 

ICC Helps March of Dimes 

Because Phi Beta Lambda is 
devoted to the March of 

Dimes, the Illinois Central 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ 
couple different fundraisers 
for the worthy cause. 

The first fundraiser was 
ƘŜƭŘ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŀƭƭΦ /ǳƭǾŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎπ
taurant in East Peoria, Illi-
nois, allowed us to serve 
food and clean tables and 
trays one evening, and in 
return, donated 10 percent 
of the total sales during the 
4ς8 p.m. time period. We 

raised over $200! It was 
simple to organize and only 
required three PBL mem-
bers per two-hour shift. 
The members had a lot of 
fun too. 

For the month of March, 
L//Ωǎ ŎŀŦŜǘŜǊƛŀ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
us to set March of Dimes 
coin-collection canisters at 
the cash registers. This is 
another simple way we will 
raise money for the March 
of Dimes. 

These are a couple of ideas 
that we came up with for 
the March of Dimes. I hope 
you are having a successful 
time raising money for this 
great charity too! 

 

Submitted by: Michael Ken-
ƴŜŘȅΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ L//Ω{ tƘƛ 
Beta Lambda 

 
Membership & Recruitment 
Now that we are back in full swing with school, our spring membership drive has also 
been kicked off. We still have a long way to go to reach our membership goal this 
year, so please encourage your chapters and members to recruit more members! Tell 
your buddies about how PBL has been for you, and get them excited about PBL with 
the promotional video (available on the national website). When you recruit more 
members, file for the Membership Madness/Mania Awards to get the recognition 
you deserve. 

State Leadership Conference 
As all of you gear up for your annual State Leadership Conference and competitive 
success, please remember to register for the Career & Membership Achievement 
Program (CMAP) and complete as many levels as you can. You will be recognized for 
the work you put into this program that engages you in your career planning, com-
munity services and chapter activities. Also check out the many leadership opportuni-
ties available to you at the state and even national levels. 

Good luck to all of your at your State Leadership Conference and with your competi-
tive events. Your hard work has not gone unnoticed, and we cannot wait to celebrate 
ƻǳǊ ά{ƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ .Ŝǎǘέ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ bŀǎƘǾƛƭƭŜΗ 

www.nlc2010.com (NLC Conference Trailer/Promotional Video) 

www.fbla-pbl.org (also visit the national website for the PBL Business Leader, our 
official publication) 

Gloria Lau   

National President 

I l l i n o i s  V o i c e   

http://www.nlc2010.com
http://www.fbla-pbl.org


One Student’s View of Winter Seminar Series  
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Dear FBLA-PBL members, 

I recently attended Winter 

Seminar Series on January 30 

at Eastern Illinois University 

in Charleston, Illinois. There 

were about 30 members that 

showed up which is good 

taking into consideration that 

the weather wasn’t the best 

due to snow. Other chapters 

were planning to come, but 

couldn’t because of the 

weather. 

When I got there, I was 

greeted with members that I 

hadn’t seen for quite a while. 

We then proceeded to have 

the board meeting which 

went well. The activities for 

the day were planned as 

some members would be 

playing leadership games 

while four others go in for a 

mock interview or get com-

ments on their resume. I  

didn’t go to any of the mock 

interviews, but I heard from 

other members that they 

gained some valuable insight 

into what they should do 

concerning their resume or 

during an actual interview. 

The interviewers did a great 

job. While that was going on, 

the rest played leadership and 

ice breaker games which 

helped everyone get to know 

everyone else a little better. I 

had a lot of fun getting to 

meet people from other chap-

ters through these games. It 

was a great networking ex-

perience. 

Overall, the Winter Seminar 

Series was a great success 

taking the bad weather into 

consideration. We learned 

about what was going on in 

the PBL community at col-

leges all across Illinois. It 

was a great opportunity for 

those that attended. I learned 

quite a bit and got to meet a 

lot of new people. It was a 

seminar well worth going to. 

See you at the State Leader-

ship Conference! 

Sincerely, 

James Murphy 
McKendree University PBL 

Public Relations 

PBL State Ambassador 



We have held fundraisers for our na-
tional affiliate, the March of Dimes, 
through canning on the quad. Social 
events such as Monday dinners at dif-
ferent restaurants and bowling have 
been high in attendance. Our proudest 
event so far has been participating in 
FBLA-t.[ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
Service Day. We were able to donate 
125 food items to a homeless shelter. 
We are currently planning a major 
community service event raising 
ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Champaign-Urbana area. 

Since then we have had numerous gen-
eral meetings and other events and we 
are starting to form relationships with 
the College of Business, an extremely 
important asset on campus. Our mem-
bers range in majors from accounting 
and finance, to engineering and psy-
chology. We have freshman through 
seniors represented and are members 
come from all over the United States 
and the world. We currently have 43 
members our first year as a chapter. 

National and State PBL are very  impor-

Hello Illinois PBL! 

 
The University of Illinois at Champaign 
Urbana has been working very hard 
this year to become a respected chap-
ter on a campus with over 2,000 stu-
dent registered organizations. During 
our first semester as a chapter, the 
officer team worked endless hours to 
create by-laws , fundraising 
ideas,  March of Dimes activities, and 
social events. Most importantly, we 
had to find a way to market PBL to stu-
dents on campus.  

Fall semester of this year was our time 
to shine as we started to recruit mem-
bers. Before classes start, we have an 
annual event called Quad Day where 
all student organizations are welcome 
to set up a booth and promote them-
selves. The event was very successful 
as we caught the attention of FBLA, 
DECA, and BPA freshman. We had our 
first general meeting with over 30 paid 
members. This was a huge success as 
ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
turnout during business fraternity 
rush.  

tant to our chapter and we are complet-
ing activities to gain knowledge about 
PBL. We are getting our members in-
volved in completing the Career and 
Membership Achievement Awards to 
promote National PBL as well. Also, 
many of our members have expressed 
interest in attending the State Leader-
ship Conference and are working dili-
gently in preparing for their competitive 
event.  

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƘŜŎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ 
and we cannot wait to keep growing 
and learning in the process. We look 
forward to meeting everyone at the 
State Leadership Conference in April 
and cannot wait to get to know more 
about Illinois PBL. 

Warm regards, 

The U of I PBL Chapter  

U of I strives to be “Simply the Best” 

University of Illinois Chapter  Officers 


